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The summer is upon us and the Spirit of God is stirring His people. We

had a wonderful April Rally at Irvine Ky. Thanks to Irvine First Church of
God for their wonderful hospitality. We are looking forward to the many

meetings in the summer months that will certainly challenge and
encourage God’s people.

We look forward to August’s rally at Stanton 1st Church of God, where
Jessica Hall will be ministering in the Word and the Son’s of Liberty will
be ministering in song. Please make plans to be with us and as always,
we covet your prayers and ongoing support.

God bless and God speed.
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It is hard to believe that this year is already almost half gone but that is the case. Time is flying
by and life itself is fleeting. When we fully realize that, it should galvanize us to strive to make every
day count.

| read about a frail teenage boy in Japan named Toyohiko Kagawa. One day while swimming, as
he reached the beach, he collapsed. A doctor examined him and said that he had tuberculosis and
had less than a year to live.

Upon hearing that Kagawa just smiled and said “I will have to make every day count®. He was
poor and with his disease, no one wanted to be around him for fear of catching TB. He was living in
a small fisherman’s hut when a Christian missionary came to him and spent four days and nights
with him, leading him to Christ. He asked the missionary if he was not afraid of the contagious
disease he had and the missionary said “No, your disease is contagious but the love of God is more
contagious®.

From that day forward Kagawa dedicated his life to showing the love of God to the poor and
outcasts of Japan. He preached Christ on the streets, and began living in a house that local people
called haunted because of a murder that had happened there leaving everybody afraid to go inside.
He got married and he and his wife lived in that house for 14 years.

He continued preaching Christ and helping the poor. He was thrown into prison for helping poor
workers organize a union. While in prison he wrote books, 40 of them, about the love of Christ. He
sought to live every day as if it might be his last. Though he had been told he had less than a year
to live as a teenager, he lived to the age of 71, suffering numerous bouts of very ill health. He made
every day count. He lived among the poor, loved them and preached Christ to them.

Hopefully it will not take receiving a “death sentence” from a doctor to wake us up to the value of
making every day count. Today may be the last day that we have the opportunity to share the
message of Christ with our lost loved ones or neighbors. Tomorrow might be too late for _s
us or for them.

Indeed the fields are RIPE for the harvest. Let us get to work as if it must be
gathered in today!

Dovid . Veace

Vice-Chairman, East District




THE NEED FOR GOSPEL MEN

To the beloved of God, as | write this short sermon, as | pray to the
God of heaven and earth. | am reminded of the years gone by. The
years when preachers heralded the Gospel message, when evangelists
thundered its words. From on top of barrels, as the chief of preachers, :
George Whitefield would stand. From churches being emptied because Pastor Ullyses Walton
of the masses that were too great for the four walls to hold. = e

irst Church of God
Such pillars were men like this to their communities, and the more God moved
them to greater spiritual heights, their pride loosened and humility grew. Such leaders do we need
today, like those of old.

Leaders such as Moses, when contended with by Korah, fell with his face to the ground simply
showing he was but a man and it was God who has all authority in heaven and earth.

Leaders such as Abraham, who did not stagger at the promise of God but fully persuaded that what
God had promised He was able to perform.

Leaders who are first on the battlefield but not with armor not tried. Rather with the armor of God
that little David had always found faithful. Full of courage and zeal for the LORD God of Israel that not
even death made him shy away from standing for God.

Leaders who do not simply tell what is to be done but are the first to start pushing their
congregations in the right direction toward heaven.

Gospel men of old, | believe, is a good title for those men. They had found God to be faithful, as if
God could be anything other than that. Gospel men are different though, you see. They not only
preached a good message, they lived it, too! Not merely men of words but of deeds.

Gospel men don’t wish to be the first to cross the finish line and then wait for the rear to come
across. No! They fall back to make sure all those they care for make it across first and then they
rejoice that all finished the course.

Gospel men aren’t in it for titles or pay. They do what they do because it pleases their Master, their
joy comes simply from serving Him.

Gospel men die not once to self but everyday. Simply putting others' needs before their own.

Gospel men would visit the widows and provide for the children who were fatherless.

Gospel men spoke truth and did not work deceitfully. Yes, these Gospel men are known from my
town to yours, no matter where you live you know, or know of, at least a few like them. The ones who
are servants unto all.

Servant, a word often preached yet hardly is found in the hearts of the men who speak it now.

Servant, a title most do not like to wear, a thought no one likes to entertain yet we are called to be
just that. A servant. ’
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